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In 2007 St. Martin’s Church invited the Neighbourhood Initiative’s Foundation 
to deliver training in Planning for Real (PfR) in order to undertake 
comprehensive community consultation in two of Newcastle-under-Lyme 
council wards, Talke and Butt lane. 
 
Whilst the purpose of the consultation exercise was, in part, to inform St. 
Martin’s reflection on its ‘mission’ it was also intended to foster community 
spirit and activity around issues of concern to local people. However, the 
Church also recognised that responses to the area’s needs would also involve 
those who provide a range of services. To this end it invited people from a 
range of public service agencies to be involved in the PfR training as well as 
local residents.  
 
This partnership approach was built on during the consultation exercises and 
has underpinned proposals for developing an area community forum through 
which solutions to local problems can be discussed, identified and bring local 
people and agencies closer together.  
 
The PfR Process 

 
In order to maximise involvement in PfR training the Neighbourhood Initiatives 
Foundation developed a bespoke training programme which involved over 30 
people. 
 
A large scale 3-D model of the area was made in two sections. The Clough 
Hall and Butt Lane model by staff and pupils at St. Saviours School and the 
Talke and Talke Pitts model by Springhead School. They were assisted by an 
army of volunteers, including Jon and Sarah Honeysett who did much shaping 
of the final models. 
 
In order to maximise participation by residents 28 PfR consultation events 
were held throughout the area between June and August 2007. Additional 
consultation events were organised specifically for young people which is the 
subject of a separate report. 
 
Although attendance at the PfR consultation events varied – the smallest 
being 8 people, those held at sports or parents’ nights attracted 30 to 50 
people - in total over 600 residents took part.  
 
During the consultation events over 3,400 suggestions were made highlighting 
issues of concern for residents and ideas for improving the area. 
 
The graph below indicates the number of issues identified be residents 
according to themes. For example red lines indicate residents’ concerns about 
traffic and transport, orange about community safety, dark green are 
environmental issues. 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
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Key Issues 
 
Although it is by no means unusual to undertake PfR consultation across such 
a wide area, the local Steering Group set up to oversee the process was 
conscious of the need to discover and represent the results at a more local 
level. Consequently the area was split into two areas: Butt Lane and Clough 
Hall and Talke and Talke Pits. 
 
The following graphs show the results for each area and are analysed in more 
detail later in the report. 
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Butt Lane and Clough Hall 
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Talke and Talke Pits 
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Children and Young People 
 
The Local PfR Steering Group recognised the need to involve young people in 
the process which was achieved in a number of ways including building the 
3D model of the area and specific PfR consultation events for children and 
young people. 
 
The neighbourhood Initiatives Foundation welcomed the opportunity, with 
government funding from the Department of Communities and Local 
Government to undertake more in-depth work with young people alongside 
staff from Staffordshire County Council’s Youth Service and from Clough Hall 
School. These results are contained in a separate report but should be 
considered alongside the main report. 
 

 
The dedication and commitment by many people over many months involved 
in training in and undertaking a large scale PfR consultation is itself a 
remarkable example of partnership working. 
 
There have already been responses to issues raised in the PfR consultation 
and it has also highlighted opportunities where local residents working 
together can make a difference to the area’s quality of life.  
 
Many of the issues raised require responses from different agencies, e.g, 
Staffordshire County Council in relation to traffic and transport problems which 
figured prominently amongst residents’ concerns. 
 
In order to maintain enthusiasm and develop an action plan identifying how 
issues can be responded to, the Steering Group is actively promoting 
establishing a Community Forum. The Community Forum would provide a 
mechanism for more local people to get involved, improve communications 
within the community and between the community and agencies providing 
local services. 
 
At this stage, it is vitally important that agencies having responsibilities for 
issues raised in the PfR consultation consider both the main and young 
peoples’ PfR reports and with the Community Forum identify what actions can 
be taken.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONCLUSIONS 
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From Paul Howard: 
 
I would like to thank everyone who worked so hard to make this consultation 
as effective as it has been.  
 
To all those who hosted consultations: Hilltop school, St.Saviours school, 
Staffordshire Youth Services, Reginald Mitchell school, Springhead school, 
Clough Hall High school, Talke Residents Group, Clough Hall Residents 
Group, Freeport, Butt lane Community Centre, Talke Health Centre, Talke & 
Kidsgrove Libraries, & St.Martin’s Church.  
 
To those who built the two scale models the staff & pupils at St.Saviours 
school (Butt Lane & Clough Hall) & Springhead school (Talke & Talke Pits), 
plus an army of other volunteers and especially Jon & Sarah Honeysett who 
did much extra shaping of the models.  
 
To all those who produced & designed publicity & did the hard work of leaflet 
delivery.  
 
To an army of volunteers who helped to host the twenty two consultation 
events and six Prioritisation events. To The Church Urban Fund for a 
generous grant to enable us to do the work.  
 
To Andy Boys and Paul Higgett  , representing the  Neighbourhood Initiatives 
Foundation for the invaluable training and ongoing support and guidance at 
many of the events. 
 
 Our two computer gurus, Mark Robinsonand Paul Roberts and others for 
hours spent entering up information and creative work in designing & mapping 
work.  
 
To a great Steering group representing: Kidsgrove Police, Aspire Housing, 
Talke Residents Group, St.Saviours School, Springhead School, St.Martin’s 
Church, Clough Hall Residents Association, Staffordshire Wildlife Trust and 
Staffordshire Youth Service. Finally to every resident who took the time to 
attend an event and make their contribution. 
 
 
 
 
 
At the end of  2006 at St.Martin’s church we had been reflecting on our 
mission as our church and what our mission action plan should be. We felt as 
a church council that anything we wrote needed to reflect the needs and 
aspirations of the community to which the church belongs. In an Anglican 
context this meant the “parish”, which is a historic area going back probably 
over 100 years. This includes the whole of Talke & Talke Pits going up as far 

1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: 
 

2.  BACKGROUND TO THE CONSULTATION: 
 



 8 

as Red Street & the area of Butt Lane as far south as the Red Bull in 
Congleton Rd , in an easterly direction beyond the Fire Station and almost to 
Clough Hall School. We heard of Planning For Real through an old friend of 
Paul Howard, the Rector  of St.Martin’s Church, where it had been used in a 
church context in east Birmingham.  
 
We learnt that it would be quite costly to have this work done for us 
professionally  so we decided that the best option was to be trained and do 
the consultation ourselves. We approached the Church Urban Fund for the 
funding for the training and cost of the consultation. We also realised that to 
cover the whole of the parish would be a very large undertaking and we 
needed to find partners who would also find the consultation helpful in their 
work ( these are listed elsewhere in the report ). We decided to build two scale 
models and split the area into two areas using a division of the area done by 
Kidsgrove Police for their approach to neighbourhood policing.  We extended 
the area, beyond our parish boundaries (with permission of the vicar of 
St.Thomas, Kidsgrove)  to include the Clough Hall area so that the Clough 
Hall Residents Association could be included among our partners. Two local 
schools agreed to help build the 3-D models. 
 
The consultations began with the Mayor of Kidsgrove’s civic service at 
St.Martin’s at the end of June 2007 and finished with events at Kidsgrove 
library, a bingo evening at the Butt Lane Community Centre and a lunchtime 
session at Talke Health Centre. Members of all the partner agencies were 
fully involved and many new friends were made particularly as on some 
consultations we were able to watch a school sports day. We held separate 
events for students at Clough Hall High School looking at the use of local 
parks such as Clough Hall & Bathpool Parks  , which will have its own 
separate report. A separate event was also held for teenagers in the Talke 
area.  
 
Every flag placed on the model was duly recorded and later put into the 
computer and most of these can now be viewed on a map on the church web 
site at :  http://www.saintmartinschurch.co.uk/google_api/  Please note When 
accessing this web site, because of the large number of data points, it is 
possible that the page will take in excess of 2 minutes before the page is fully 
rendered. 
 
  
In November  & December 2007 we conducted prioritisation events for the two 
areas, which are reflected later in the report. We are now in a position to write 
these reports and are discussing with the steering group how to take the 
higher priority events to an action group stage. We may have to form some 
sort of “forum” which can co-ordinate  the “action groups”, which interested 
members of the community could join once they are advertised through a 
newsletter and other publicity. 
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The area covered by the PfR process is forms most of the Butt Lane and 
Talke Wards of Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council. These are identified 
in the map on the next page. 
 
 
 

 

3. LOCATION AND HISTORY OF THE AREA: 
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Some facts and figures: 
 
The following table provides some basic statistical information about the two 
areas (taken from a Summary of the 2001 Census available on Newcastle-
under-Lyme Borough Council’s website). 
 
   Butt Lane Talke 
   Ward Ward 
Population       
Residents   5572 4077 
Households  2317 1723 
Ethnicity         
White British  99.40% 98.63 
Age         
      Percentage of 
Age Group   population   
0 to 4   5.37 4.61 
5 to 15   14.84 12.93 
16 to 19   4.79 4.15 
20 to 44   31.08 29.73 
45 to 64   25.66 31.2 
65+   18.25 17.39 
Health         
Good   63.5 63.28 
Fairly good  24.6 25.97 
Not good   11.9 10.74 
Employment       
Unemployed  3.8 2.24 
Lone parent households     

   7.08 
Not 
available 

Rented accommodation     
   36.3 26.58 

 
A rich history …………  
 
Coalmining was the main occupation for people living in the Talke and Butt 
Lane areas and its legacy is evident in the rows of terraced homes. With the 
decline in the mining industry new work opportunities became available at 
Celestica which directly employed over 4,000 people (and indirectly resulted 
in countless other jobs) until it too went into decline in the 1990’s. As a 
consequence, despite job opportunities at Nelson Industrial Estate and 
Freeport, most people now travel out of the area to work which is undoubtedly 
reflected in concerns that many residents have about traffic and transport. 
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“Planning for RealÒ” is an eye-catching, `hands on’ method which, by using a 
large scale, three dimensional model as a focus, enables local people to put 
forward suggestions to “show” how an area can be improved or to point out 
specific problems.  The 3-D model is usually made by local residents, often 
children, on scale of 1:250 or 1:500.  This means that individual houses and 
front doors are recognisable and people can also identify familiar landmarks.  
The model is made up of small, 600 x 600mm sections of polystyrene board, 
which means that they are easily transportable and can be taken to different 
locations where people naturally meet.  By using the model as a focus, the 
consultation is non-confrontational and the suggestions are anonymous so 
that people do not feel inhibited in expressing their opinions. 

 
 
At the consultation the model is put out on a large table or tables in the centre 
of the room.  On other tables around the edge of the room are placed a range 
of suggestions cards or flags, which are also pictorial.  In addition, a large 
number of blank cards are provided for people to write their own ideas.  
People are invited to `drop in’ between specific times on a day or evening and 
given the opportunity to browse through all the suggestions and to select as 
many as they like and then place them on the model where they feel the issue 
is relevant.  To help them, all the suggestions are categorised under issue 
heading and are colour coded. 

 
For example, all health suggestions are grouped together and are printed on 
light blue card, crime and safety on orange and so on.  There are 9 issue 
categories in total and this means that, at a glance, the main issues for a 
particular area or place are easily apparent.  At the end of the session all the 
suggestions are recorded, including the location, issue and the number of 
suggestions placed. 

 
At a follow-up session, all of the suggestions are given a priority.  This 
prioritisation session is really a sifting and sorting exercise of all the ideas, 
with the aim of drawing out the main issues and to identify a list of priorities.  
They are sorted as to HIGH, MEDIUM and LOW priority with the results again 
being recorded.  In addition, an Action Planning Session can be included, 
either at the same session or at a subsequent one, when the suggestions are 
sorted as to `who can do them’ or `who can help realise them’.   The results 
are then collated, analysed and included in the final report. 

 
Recommendations for further development, where they can be deduced from 
the process, can also be included in the final report. 

4. METHODOLOGY 
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St. Martin’s Church wanted the Planning for Real process to be community-
led but also to involve representatives from as many agencies as possible in 
order to foster partnership working. Over 30 people responded to an invitation 
to attend PfR training which was delivered by the Neighbourhood Initiatives 
Foundation. 
 
 
 
 
 
A Steering Group set up to oversee the PfR process discussed and agreed a 
range of venues, times and publicity for holding PfR sessions. Our main aim 
was to make it as inclusive as possible and maximise opportunities for 
residents to get involved. 
 
Publicity and promotional materials were produced and delivered to all homes 
in the area and St. Martin’s Church web site provided information about the 
process. 
 
People involved in the process raised awareness, the Church promoted it at a 
special service for the newly elected Mayor of Kidsgrove Town Council and, 
following press releases, considerable interest was shown by The Sentinel 
Newspaper. 
 
Copies of publicity material and press coverage are contained in the 
appendices. 
 
 
 
 
A large scale 3-D model of the area was made in two sections. The Clough 
Hall and Butt Lane model by staff and pupils at St. Saviours School and the 
Talke and Talke Pitts model by Springhead School. They were assisted by an 
army of volunteers, including Jon and Sarah Honeysett who did much shaping 
of the final models. 
 
 
 

5. TRAINING: 
 

6. PREPARATION, PROMOTION AND PUBLICITY: 
 

7. MODEL MAKING: 
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In order to maximise participation by residents we held 28 PfR consultation 
events throughout the area between June and August 2007. Additional 
consultation events were organised specifically for young people which is the 
subject of a separate report. 
 
The dates and venues for these consultation events and numbers of 
suggestions made are listed below: 
 

24-Jun-07 St Martins Church               36   
 
28-Jun-07 Hill Top School      
Sports Day    381      

 
29-Jun-07 St Saviours School 
Fayre     202              

 
01-Jul-07 St Martins Church  168  

  
06-Jul-07 Springhead School  183 

  
07-Jul-07 John Taylor's 
 Surgery                                               52 

 
09-Jul-07 St Martins Church    90  

  
09-Jul-07 St Saviours School    63 

  
10-Jul-07 Reginald Mitchell                274  

 
11-Jul-07 Reginald Mitchell       195 

 
11-Jul-07 St Saviours School    83  

  
12-Jul-07 St Martins Church     48 

  
 
12-Jul-07 Talke Pits Residents   72 
 Group  

 
14-Jul-07 Freeport    144 

 
17-Jul-07 Springhead School    77  

  
17-Jul-07 Springhead School   
 (children’s event)   324  

 
17-Jul-07 Butt Lane     41  

   
18-Jul-07 Clough Hall School  134  

  
18-Jul-07 Clough Hall School   

 

8. CONSULTATION EVENTS: 
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19-Jul-07 Springhead School    54  
 

19-Jul-07 Talke Village Hall   113  
 
23-Jul-07 Hollingswood Close   16 
 
23-Jul-07 Hollins Grange    49 
 
24-Jul-07  Butt Lane Community 
                  Centre     71 
 
30-Jul-07  Talke Library  101 
 
31-Jul-07  Talke Health Centre 102 
 
31-Jul-07  Kidsgrove Library  116 
 
 4-Aug-07 Butt Lane Community 
                 Centre   103 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Although attendance at the PfR consultation events varied – the smallest 
being 8 people, those held at sports or parents’ nights attracted 30 to 50 
people – we estimate that in total over 600 residents took part generating over 
3,400 suggestions. 
 
 
 
 
 
The results of the PfR consultation events arte analysed first of all as an 
overview for the whole area of Talke, Talke Pits, Butt Lane and Clough Hall 
and then for each of the two areas , i.e, Butt Lane and Clough Hall and then 
Talke and Talke Pits. 
 
Overview  
 
The area included in the PfR consultation events correspond with Newcastle-
under-Lyme Borough Council Talke and Butt Lane wards. 
 
A total of 3406 cards were placed on the PfR model for the whole area during 
the consultation events. 
 
The number of cards in each of the themes, and percentages for each theme, 
are contained in the following table and pie chart, 
 

9. ATTENDANCE FIGURES: 
 

10. ANALYSIS OF RESULTS: 
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The following sections analyse he PfR consultation results for each area. 
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A total of 1693 cards were placed on the PfR model at the consultation 
events held in the Butt Lane and Clough Hall area, 
 
The following graph shows the number of cards for each theme.  
 
 

 
The following pie chart shows the percentage of cards for each theme. 
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In the following pages the results are analysed in more detail for each theme. 
 
Please note  that not every individual card may be referred to in the analysis. 
Because this analysis is mainly concerned with identifying significant trends  a 
cut off point, usually 5 cards, has been used. However all of the cards have 
been recorded, used for this analysis and are contained in Appendix ?. 
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A total of 85 individual cards relating to health issues were placed on the PfR 
model at the Butt Lane and Clough Hall consultation events, representing 5% 
of the total. 
 
Issues attracting 5 or more cards are contained in the following table. 
 

 
 
 
Whilst there were a number of requests for additional health facilities in the 
area, there was clearly considerable support for a chemist  which attracted 25 
suggestions. The most popular location appeared to be on Congleton Road. 
 
Smoking related issues generated a total of 15 suggestions. 8 called for a 
ban on smoking at specific locations, in particular in the vicinity of the two 
secondary schools. 7 people requested smoking cessation groups. 
 
Amongst issues relating to family planning, there were 5 requests for the free 
issue of condoms. 
 
Several suggestions were made about particular health services being made 
available locally, including 5 people requesting a club for diabetics . 
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In the Butt Lane and Clough Hall area 180 cards relating to Leisure and 
Recreation were placed on the model (amounting to 11% for this area). 
 
The following table identifies issues attracting 5 or more cards. 
 

 
Although provision of football pitches, football posts, football teams an d 
astro turf  areas accounted for 24 requests there were also many other 
requests for particular sporting facilities and other activities. Clough Hall Park 
was the most popular site for football posts. 
 
Clough Hall Park was the most popular venue for holding discos  which 
received 18 suggestions. 
 
Keep fit classes figured prominently (with 8 requests) alongside 5 requests 
for outdoor fitness trails . The most popular location for a fitness trail was 
Clough Hall Park. 
 
Eleven requests for cricket facilities were placed on the model and again, 
Clough Hall was the favourite venue. 
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Bowling proved a popular request – 3 for outdoor and 8 for indoor facilities. 
The most popular venue for outdoor bowling facilities was Clough Hall Park. 
 
Provision of skate board/roller blade park attracted 11 requests with 8 
favouring them being sited at Clough Hall Park. 
 
There were 3 requests for tennis courts  and 8 for basketball hoops and 
pitches , with Clough Hall Park being the preferred site for basketball. 
 
Clough Hall Park was also the favoured venue for establishing a mountain 
bike trail with 11 cards. 
 
Setting up arts and craft clubs/groups included a children’s club (8) and 10 
for other age ranges (including 2 supporting an all women’s group). Reginald 
Mitchell School was the favoured venue for a children’s club. 
 
Establishing under 5’s playgrounds (8 cards) involved several possible 
locations. 
 
From across the area organising day trips was supported in 8 cards. 
 
Several locations for a sports complex or multi gym were highlighted in 7 
cards, with Clough Hall Park identified as a potential site. 
 
Clough Hall Park was also a favoured site in 6 cards requesting badminton 
courts . 
 
Finally, amongst the most mentioned leisure and recreation activities with 5 
cards was a summer club . 
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Housing issues were identified in 131 cards placed on the model for the Butt 
Lane and Clough Hall area, accounting for 8%of all cards for this area. 
 
Issues involving 5 or more cards are contained in the following table. 

 

 
 
Different types of accommodation suited to the housing needs of particular 
groups of people were identified in 27 cards, especially for older people (12 
cards).  
 
Provision of wheely bins  (12 cards) and an improved bulky/large item 
collection service (11) were popular requests. 
 
At several locations throughout the area residents identified the need to 
improve land drainage  (16 cards). 
 
Problems with noisy neighbours , particularly in First Avenue, accounted for 
14 cards. 
 
Requests for specific home improvements were made in 26 cards: 
11 asking for modernisation , 9 for attention to damp problems  or 
installation of central heating and 6 relating to more general external 
repairs. 
Pest control was identified in 11 cards and, in a touch of irony perhaps, 
Clough Hall School featuring in 6 cards! 
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In the Butt Lane and Clough Hall area 355 cards relating to crime and safety 
were placed on the model, 21% of the total for this area. 
 
The top crime and safety issues, involving 5 or more suggestions, are 
identified in the following table. 
 

 
 
Matters of most concern to residents were problems associated with drugs 
and drink . Out of a total of 81 cards, 56 identified drug problems and 25 
drink problems. Unity Way was highlighted as having a drugs problem in 20 
cards, followed by Clough Hall Park (11 cards). Drink problems were 
particularly associated with Clough Hall Park (13 cards). 
 
Requests for more police patrols numbered 30 and whilst they were 
generally spread throughout the area both Unity Road and Clough Hall Park 
were often mentioned which undoubtedly reflects the drug and drinks 
problems identified above. 
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Amongst the various locations where people don’t  feel safe (24 cards) 8 
related to Clough Hall Park. People said they felt safe (9 cards) at a number 
of different locations, including the Cauldwell Tavern and Blue Bell Pub! 
 
Where people were afraid to go out at night (14 cards) Clough Hall Park 
was the most often mentioned (7 cards). 
 
Illegal dumping , including mention of cars being burned out, appeared in 14 
cards. This problem did not appear to be concentrated in a particular area. 
 
Improved lighting was identified in 12 cards, with Clough Hall Park 
mentioned in 3 cards. 
 
A range of other security measures were also identified. These included 
installing security cameras (16 cards) at a number of locations, including 
Clough Hall Park (8 cards); closing off alleyways (11 cards) particularly in 
Unity Way (4) and Beech Drive (5); removing shrubs (11 cards) especially in 
Woodshutts Street; general home security measures (5 cards) and security 
fencing (5 cards). 
 
Requests for a neighbourhood watch scheme featured in 10 cards with 3 
from residents in Second Avenue. 
 
Whilst specific references to anti-social behaviour  were low (3 cards) this is 
offset by the fact that people identified particular issues, such as drink and 
drug problems described earlier. Other concerns about behaviour included 
young people hanging around  (25 cards), especially in Clough Hall Park. It 
is important to note that those for whom this was a concern did not categorise 
it as illegal in comparison with the following activities.  
 
Behaviour which can be categorised as illegal included incidents of 
vandalism (18 cards) particularly in Clough Hall Park; graffiti (14) once again 
concentrated in Clough Hall Park; misuse of fireworks (10 cards) especially 
in Cedar Avenue; incidents of noise and rowdy behaviour at night (9 cards) 
with reference to Unity Way and Clough Hall Park; prostitution (9 cards) 
especially in Clough Hall Park and riding motorbikes on footpaths (6 cards) 
affecting residents in Unity Way. 
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Issues relating to the local environment in the Butt Lane and Clough Hall area 
resulted in 315 cards being placed on the model, accounting for 19% of total 
cards for this area. 
 
Issues involving 5 or more cards are highlighted in the following table. 
 

 
 
Clough Hall Park , which features prominently in other themes (particularly 
community safety, community facilities and recreation and leisure) was also a 
major site under this theme. It attracted 60 cards. Most of the suggestions for 
this park re-emphasised suggestions made under other themes: cleaning up 
dumped rubbish, graffiti removal and improved lighting. Additional comments 
highlighted greater potential for its use and enjoyment such as providing 
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seats, footpaths suitable for the disabled, a café, picnic area, 
information/notice boards and sports facilities, particularly for football. 
Although there were some contradictory comments – some people requesting 
removal of trees and others wanting more trees – many valued the park as a 
haven for wildlife and suggested its development as a nature reserve/trail with 
the introduction of, for example, a small pond and wildflower meadow. 
 
Other areas involving an albeit smaller cluster of cards were highlighted. At 
Clough Hall Lake (8 cards) people wanted it to be dredged, cleaned up and 
transformed into a nature reserve.  Barnets Field (8 cards) was also identified 
as a site that could be developed as a nature reserve with planting to 
encourage wildlife. In Woodshutts Street (5 cards) suggestions were made 
for the development of a park and/or allotment area. Muck about areas (7 
cards) were requested primarily within Clough Hall Park and also in Blacken 
Lane and Park Avenue. 
 
 
There were numerous other relatively small areas where people identified a 
combination of improvements, clean ups (24 cards) and/or planting and 
landscaping (28 cards) were suggested.  
 
Areas identified for planting and landscaping included: 

- Old Butt Lane 
- Slacken Lane 
- St Saviours School 
- Congleton Road 
- Cedar Avenue 
- Church Street 
- Hollins Grange 
- Park Avenue 
- First and Second Avenues 
- Chapel Street 

 
Areas considered to be in need of a clean up (excluding those mentioned 
previously) included: 

- Beech Drive 
- Kidsgrove Athletic 
- Unity Way 
- Lower Ash Road 

 
Preventing and minimising litter was highlighted in requests for litter bins (21 
cards) at several locations, particularly in Clough Hall Park. Concerns about 
discarded condoms (6 cards) is a problem in some areas especially Clough 
Hall Park. 
 
 
Issues relating to dogs featured prominently amongst people’s concerns. 
Concern about dog mess (55 cards) with associated requests for more poop 
scoop bins were general in the area, although Clough Hall Park figured 
prominently.  There were requests for designated dog walking areas (11) at 
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particular locations and dog free zones (20 cards) sometimes in the same 
areas! This was particularly the case in Clough Hall Park. 
 
Incidents of flooding (11 cards) – an issue that had featured prominently 
under other themes such as Housing and Traffic and Transport – were 
identified in several areas, including Beech Drive and Congleton Road. 
 
Amongst other issues relating to the environment which also featured under 
other themes were requests for improving/providing pavements/pathways 
(19 cards in total) and street lighting (10 cards). Cedar Avenue, Fifth 
Avenue, Park Avenue were the most frequently mentioned areas for 
improving pathways/pavements with Slacken Lane and Fifth Avenue for 
improved street lighting. 
 
Alongside requests for more litter bins etc., the area’s ‘green credentials’ were 
evident in requests for recycling, wheely bin and composting facilities  (a 
total of16 cards). Proposed sites for recycling facilities were generally spread. 
Provision of wheely bins had also figured prominently under other themes 
(e.g. Housing) but in this context it is for recycling garden waste together with 
a suggestion for a community composting facility at Nelson Industrial 
Estate. 
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With 463 cards placed on the model for the Butt Lane and Clough Hall area 
(26% of the total for this area) Traffic and Transport were clearly matters of 
widespread concern.  
 
The following table identifies issues/concerns attracting 5 or more cards. 
 

 
Whilst mention of too much traffic (10 cards) was low (but identified as a 
particular problem in Unity Way) the number of requests for a variety of traffic 
management schemes revealed widespread concern about how roads are 
used and, of course, its affect on pedestrians. With regard to particular types 
of traffic, there were 6 requests to ban Heavy Good Vehicles : 2 relating to 
the vicinity of St. Saviour’s School and 4 on Congleton Road. 
 
Concern about speeding was significant resulting in 142 cards being placed 
on the model which either identified this as a problem at particular locations 
or, by definition exhibiting the same concern, requesting traffic calming 
measures such as speed humps, chicanes, lower speed limits etc. Because  
there could be several different suggestions made for controlling speeding 
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traffic at a single location the following lists those having a range of options 
made in cards but which, taken together, reflect that they are of high level 
concern (attracting 5 or more cards). 

- First Avenue (26 cards) 
- Cedar Ave (25 cards) 
- Unity Way (17 cards) 
- Beech Avenue (12 cards) 
- Congleton Road (9 cards) 
- Fifth Avenue (7 cards) 
- St. Saviours Street, Lower Ash Road and Second Avenue each 

having 5 cards. 
 
Pedestrian safety (32 cards) is often linked with high volume of vehicular 
traffic and speeding vehicles. Locations at which some form of safety 
measures might be introduced or improved included: 

- Providing safety rails and pedestrian crossing lights on Congleton 
Road. 

- Moving the existing zebra crossing to the corner and providing 
additional pedestrian crossing lights in First Avenue. 

- Providing bollards in Unity Way. 
 
Concerns were expressed for the safety and security of cyclists  (8 cards): 6 
requesting cycle lanes, particularly on Congleton Road and, in relation to 
cycle security provision of ‘lockers’ in Clough Hall Park. 
 
Reflecting the high volume of traffic and a tendency for motorists to seek out 
short cuts, described as rat runs , 15 cards identified specific locations where 
this is regarded as a problem. This was particularly evident in Unity Way (5 
cards), Second Avenue (3 cards), Cedar and Mitchell Avenues (each having 2 
cards).  Requests for road closures/access restrictions/one way systems  
are often also associated with this problem and these featured in 30 cards. 
Specific locations included (5 or more cards): 

- Second Avenue (9 cards) 
- Woodshutts Street (5 cards) 
- Maple Street (5 cards) 

 
14 cards identified particularly hazardous locations – described as accident 
or blind spots . No location attracted more than 5 cards but Congleton Road 
and First Avenue involved 3 and 2 cards respectively. 
 
Requests for other traffic management systems included installing or 
altering the sequencing of traffic lights (13 cards) and introduction of 
traffic islands (5 cards). It is likely that since separate reference was made to 
pedestrian crossings/lights (discussed earlier) issues raised here are mainly 
raised by motorists. No location attracted more than 5 cards but in First 
Avenue 4 cards requested traffic lights and 2 cards requested 
changing/improving the sequencing of existing traffic lights to allow better flow 
of traffic. In 2 cards a request was made for introducing a traffic island in First 
Avenue and 2 cards suggested that the Butt Lane traffic island impedes the 
flow of traffic. 
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Parking issues were clearly matters of general concern with 123 cards placed 
on the model. These reflected a range of issues ranging from highlighting 
areas with congested parking causing difficulties and measures such as 
parking bans and/or provision of additional parking areas, including resident 
only parking arrangements. Specific locations attracting 5 or more cards 
included: 

- Cedar Avenue (21 cards) 
- Woodshutts Street (12 cards) 
- Maple Avenue (10 cards) 
- Church Street (7 cards) 
- Congleton Road (7 cards) 
- Westmorland Avenue (6 cards) 
- Clough Hall Road (5 cards) 
- Butt Lane (5 cards) 
- St. Saviour’s Street (5 cards, with 3 cards identifying a particular 

parking problem associated with the school). 
 
In addition there were specific requests for dedicated disabled car parking 
spaces, including at Clough Hall Park. 
 
Improvements to surfacing of roads and footpaths (including flooding 
problems) were identified in 19 cards. No area attracted more than 5 cards but 
it appears that the footpath and road in Cover Gardens both need resurfacing. 
In other areas it would seem that remedial action is needed at  very small, 
specific sites. 
 
No doubt influenced by the area’s topography there were requests for 
improved gritting of roads  and pavements  in winter (21 cards) especially in 
Maple Avenue (18 cards). 
 
The number of cards relating to public transport  was low at 21 and related to 
improved bus services  (18 cards) and bus shelters (3 cards). However, 
public transport issues need to be read alongside requests under the Health 
theme for transport to and from hospitals. Aread having particular requests for 
improved bus services included Cedar Avenue (5 cards) and Nelson Industrial 
Estate (3 cards). Provision of bus shelters were requested in Cedar Avenue 
and Unity Way with a request for a vandal proof shelter in First Avenue. 
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120 cards relating to community facilities were placed on the PfR model at the 
Butt Lane and Clough Hall consultation events (7% of total cards for this 
area). 
 
Following chart only shows issues/suggestions with 5 or more cards. 
 

 
 
There were 16 requests for telephone boxes with Congleton Road (3) and 
Third Avenue (2) being the most frequently mentioned locations. There were 5 
requests at different locations for additional post boxes . 
 
Elsewhere in this analysis of the PfR results for Butt Lane and Clough Hall are 
many references to requests for leisure and recreational activities for all age 
groups but particularly for young people. These need to be read alongside a 
dominant issue in this theme where requests highlighted a need for youth 
clubs, centres and youth shelters  in a total of 14 cards. These and similar 
requests can also be connected with an issue raised under the Community 
Safety theme about ‘young people hanging around’. However, as noted under 
that theme, this was not necessarily associated with misbehaviour and 
therefore probably reflects young people’s own view that there are not enough 
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facilities/activities for their age group.  With 4 cards Clough Hall Park was the 
most popular site for a Youth Shelter.1 
 
Requests for soundproofed recording studio  facilities (7 cards) may 
possibly be mainly from young people which is probably reinforced by a 
number of these relating to existing facilities at Clough Hall School being 
made available outside school hours. 
 
Determined not to be left out – either under this or other related themes – the 
older generation identified a need for an elderly persons’ club/day centre 
and meals on wheels service. The favoured location for a club were Butt 
Lane (2 cards) and Slacken Lane (2 cards) with a meals on wheels service 
being requested across the area. 
 
There were 4 requests for a drop in centre but it was not possible to 
determine whether this applied to a particular age group. Similarly for the 5 
requests for a community café . 
 
Community laundry facilities attracted a high number, 13 requests, with a 
laundry serving Butt Lane (located on Congleton Road) accounting for 9 of 
these. 
 
As noted under the Traffic and Transport theme, public transport does not 
appear to be a significant issue in the area but there were 6 requests for 
community transport/car sharing arrangements under this theme. 
 
Requests for public conveniences (8 cards) were made for different 
locations and included an emphasis on accessibility for disabled people. 
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With 44 cards, representing 3% of total cards for the Butt Lane and Clough 
Hall area, issues around work, training and the local economy did not appear 
to be significant local issues despite the area’s roller-coaster economic 
history. 
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With 44 cards, representing ?/% of total cards for the Butt Lane and Clough 
Hall area, issues around work, training and the local economy did not appear 
to be significant local issues despite the area’s roller-coaster economic 
history. 
 
However, two aspects stood out. Firstly, requests for childcare/nursery  
provision to enable people to work and secondly, possibly reflecting the 
growing number of people taking early retirement, 5 requests for an activity 
club. 
 
The remaining requests included a homework club, internet training. 
community transport and establishing a credit union, all at less than 5 cards. 
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1713 cards were placed on the PfR model at consultation events held in the 
Talke and Talke Pits area, some 51% of the combined total for this and Butt 
Lane and Clough Hall. 
 
The following table and pie chart show the number of cards and percentages 
by themes. 
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In the following pages the results are analysed in more detail for each theme. 
 
Please note  that not every individual card may be referred to in the analysis. 
Because this analysis is mainly concerned with identifying significant trends a 
cut off point, usually 5 cards, has been used. However all of the cards have 
been recorded, used for this analysis and are contained in Appendix ?. 
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In the Talke and Talke Pits PfR consultation events 47 cards, 3% of the total 
for this area were placed on the model. 
 
The following table identifies issues in this theme that attracted 5 or more 
cards. 
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Training  related suggestions topped the list of suggestions. With 4 requests 
for a learning centre, 5 for evening classes, 6 for internet training (with 
Springhead School being a favoured venue) and 3 for vocational training for 
12-16 year olds. 
 
There were 12 suggestions for support etc., for people seeking work , which 
included guidance, a job search club and information point (to include 
information about training opportunities and setting up a social enterprise), 
and requests for community workspaces  (2 cards). 
 
Childcare  needs figured prominently (8 cards) with Springhead and Hill Top 
schools suggested as venues. 
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Local environmental  issues were clearly of general concern attracting a total 
of 401 cards placed on the Talk and Talk Pits PfR model. 22% of total cards 
for the area. 
 
The following table highlights issues involving 5 or more cards. 
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The number of cards relating to dogs reveals that it is a major local issue 
involving 93 cards. Of these 42 cards identified dog mess as a general 
problem with 30 requests for poop scoop bins. Whilst no particular area stood 
out, there were 12 requests for dog walking areas and 9 asking for dog free 
zones. 
 
Of real concern were discarded used condoms (28 cards) particularly in 
Bathpool Park. 
 
Provision of litter bins amounted to 31 cards, in particular along the High 
Street  (4) and in Monument Road (4). In addition, there were 5 requests for 
community composting facilities and 19 for recycling facilities/wheely 
bins for disposing of garden waste (with Freeport being the most popular 
location for recycling facilities). 
 
There were numerous requests for areas to be cleaned up  (24 cards)  which 
were often associated with requests for improvements such as landscaping, 
tree planting etc. which are considered later. Although areas needing to be 
cleaned up were generally spread, there were several in the vicinity of Hill Top 
School. 
 
Problems associated with derelict land (24 cards) and a need to tidy-up 
shop frontages (4 cards) were identified throughout the area but with specific 
reference to demolishing the old working men’s club (5 cards) and again in the 
vicinity of Hill Top School (7 cards).  
 
Issues about the range of shopping facilities (11 cards) included requests 
for a food shop at Freeport. 
 
There were many suggestions for specific environmental improvements such 
as removing shrubs, planting schemes etc. Amongst the sites most 
mentioned: 
 
·  Parrots Drumble  park area was highlighted as in need of improvement 

(as well as an area associated with problems) in several cards. Suggestion 
included: 

- establishing a nature tail (7 cards) and measures to encourage 
wildlife, including creating a small pond 

- better access  and more publicity , including a notice/information 
board (12 cards). 

 
·  Bathpool Park , as well as being an area associated with problems,      

whilst not attracting as many cards as Parrots Drumble, was a 
favoured site for improvement. This included a potential nature trail and 
picnic area. 

 
Of the many other places identified as possible locations for landscaping etc., 
with not as many cards as either Parrotts Drumble or Bathpool Park, St. 
Martin’s Road figured prominently. Suggestions included removing and 
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thinning out shrubs/trees and specific references to removing the scourge of 
Japanese Knotweed at St. Martin’s Church. 
 
There were 7 requests for muck about areas  but with no particularly 
prominent site identified. 
 
Requests for improvements to footpaths  (13 cards) were spread generally 
across the area indicating that these are possibly isolated improvements. 
However, there were specific requests for generally improving accessibility for 
disabled people. 
 
Amongst the 7 requests for improved street lighting  the High Street was 
mentioned most. 
 
Incidents of repeated flooding , particularly in the High Street, featured in 7 
cards. 
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Issues around community safety accounted for 11% of the total for the Talke 
and Talke Pits area with 193 cards. 
 
Issues attracting 5 or more cards are displayed in the following table. 
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Problems associated with drugs and drink were identified in a total of 54 
cards and they also featured under other themes (e.g. local environment).  
 
It appears that with 4 cards each, drugs issues  are a particular problem in 
Bevan and Coppice Roads whilst Chester Road and Crown Bank, also with 4 
cards each, were identified as areas with problems associated with drink .  
 
Incidents of night noise and rowdiness may be associated with these 
problems and accounted for 10 cards but the area most mentioned was the 
Top Park at Chester Road. 
 

COMMUNITY SAFETY 
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Although no-one specifically mentioned ant-social behaviour, there were 
references to illegal activities. These included prostitution (5 cards), graffiti 
(6 cards), problems with fireworks (10 cards), car thefts (5 cards)  and 
vandalism (14 cards). However, these did not appear to be significantly 
clustered in any particular locations 
 
Young people hanging around  was seen as a problem, but not necessarily 
associated with criminal activity. It was mentioned in 17 cards but again, with 
the exception the Top Park in Chester Road (4 cards) and the Skylark Pub (3 
cards) did not appear to be significantly clustered. 
 
A wide range of measures were highlighted for improving community safety in 
the area. Again, these appeared to be spread generally across the area. 
However, in requests for introducing security cameras (19 cards), Freeport 
was identified in 9 cards.  More police foot patrols (17 cards) were also 
generally spread but Kingsley Road appeared in 3 cards.  
 
Other security measures included areas where closing off alleyways (7 
cards) was suggested, especially in Wedgwood Road. Five areas were 
identified for protective fencing  and 6 requests for improved street lighting 
across the area. 
 
There were 6 requests for Neighbourhood Watch Schemes , two of them 
from St. Martin’s Road. 
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In 215 cards suggestions for community facilities  in the Talke and Talke Pits 
area accounted for 13% of the total number for this area. 
 
Those suggestions attracting 5 or more cards are highlighted in the following 
table. 
 

 
 
When added together, suggestions relating specifically to facilities/activities 
for young people were contained in a significant number of cards (84). No 
doubt those who had identified a problem with young people hanging around 
under the Community Safety theme contributed to these suggestions as well 
as young people themselves. 
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The most popular request was for a youth club/centre (33 cards) with the 
following being the most popular locations: the High Street (12 cards), Hill Top 
School (7 cards) and St. Martin’s Road (5 cards). However, a less formal 
place for young people to meet up with each other was youth shelters (17 
cards) with the Top Park at Chester Road being a popular location. Activities 
for young people were requested in a total of 17 cards with some specific 
requests for a Youth Achievements Awards Scheme, Duke of Edinburgh 
Scheme, a Youth Bus, Soundproofed Rehearsal Room and, though 
admittedly less popular, Homework Clubs. In addition there were several 
requests for both qualified youth workers and detached youth workers (the 
latter working out on the streets where young people gather). 
 
For the older generation there were 9 requests for an elderly person’s 
club/day centre . 
 
Not necessarily particularly age-related there were 9 suggestions for a 
community café and 4 for a drop in centre . 
 
A need for telephone boxes was made in 20 cards at numerous locations 
throughout the area, similarly in a smaller number (6 cards) for post boxes . 
 
Toilet facilities , accessible for the disabled, were asked for in 7 cards at 
different locations, especially the Top Park in Chester Road. 
 
In over 18 cards more shops offering a wider range of services/produ ce 
were identified not only at Freeport (where there was support for a 
supermarket) but at other locations throughout the area, including a request 
for a mobile shop serving Thomas Street. 
 
Advice and information , including welfare rights, money and a citizen’s 
advice bureau was highlighted in a total of 11 cards, with the High Street and 
Newcastle Road being popular locations.  
 
Provision of community notice boards at  different locations, especially at 
Freeport and in the High Street, was requested in a total of 9 cards. 
 
Issues about library services were raised in 8 cards: in the main these 
emphasised the need for a permanent library service and opposed relocation 
of the existing library. 
 
A need for community transport facilities was raised in 5 cards. 
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Health issues were identified in 130 cards at the Talke and Talk Pits PfR 
consultation events. 8% of the total for this area. 
 
Issues involving 5 or more cards are contained in the following table. 
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Smoking related issues included 11 cards requesting smoking cessation 
groups and 4 cards asking for smoking bans (especially at Freeport). 
 
Within family planning services (22 cards) a range of services were 
identified.: free issue of condoms (4 cards), support for teenage mums (8 
cards), a baby clinic (4 cards) at the High Street surgery, pregnancy testing 
service (1 card) and 5 cards requesting family planning services in general. 
 
Amongst support, counselling and information (a total of 22 cards) 6 were 
for families , and 6 for addictions . 
 
Issues relating to healthy lifestyles (14 cards) were primarily concerned with 
information about healthy eating and included requests for cookery classes 
and a breakfast club at Hill Top School. 
 
A number of other specific services were identified in 37 cards, with 13 cards 
requesting an NHS Dentist.  
 
Several suggestions were made for improving services  at the High Street 
surgery (20 cards). These included better access for the disabled and child 
buggies, bigger premises to accommodate a minor accident unit, more 
doctors and nurses to speed up waiting times. 
 

HEALTH 
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Reflecting transport difficulties for some people there were 6 requests for a 
hospital transport service. 
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93 cards placed on the PfR model at events in consultation events held in 
Talke and Talke Pits, representing 6% of the total fir this area. 
 
The following table records housing issues and suggestions involving 5 or 
more cards. 
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Topping the number of suggestions with 30 cards relating to the housing 
needs of specific groups  they included: 

- 15 suggestions identifying a need for flats for younger people 
(particularly in Newcastle Road). 

- 9 identifying housing for the elderly (particularly in Newcastle 
Road). 

- 5 concerned with the provision of housing for first time buyers.  
 
Within the category of cards relating to modernisation and repairs were the 
following: 

- 5 cards requesting modernisation of kitchens and/or bathrooms  
mainly in Lodge Road and Monument Road. 

- 4 cards requesting sound proofing/double glazing . 
- 3 cards requesting loft insulation . 
- 2 cards for both tackling damp problems and requesting external 

repairs. 
 
Problems with drainage figured prominently with 18 cards especially in the 
High Street, Monument Road, St. Martin’s Road and Crown Bank. 
 
Pest control which can often be associated with defective drains, was 
highlighted in 5 cards that included the High Street and Crown Bank. 
 

HOUSING 
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In 9 cards the introduction of wheely bins and/or improvements in bulky 
waste collection  were identified. 
 
There were 7 requests for help with gardening , particularly from residents in 
the High Street and in Monument Road. 
 
Noisy neighbours were identified as a problem in 6 cards, 2 of these relating 
to Monument Road. 
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Traffic and transport issues were clearly of widespread concern in the Talke 
and Talke Pits area resulting in 399 cards being placed on the PfR model 
during consultation events, some 23% of total cards for this area. 
 
Issues/problems involving 5 or more cards are identified in the following table. 
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With 12 cards complaints about too much traffic  was low (identified as a 
particular problem in the High Street) but the number of cards relating to 
speeding and the need for a host of suggestions for traffic calming measures 
show that there are very real concerns about traffic issues throughout the 
area. Regarding particular types of traffic, there 12 cards suggesting banning 
heavy goods vehicles , especially in the High Street. 
 
Speeding and related concerns accounted for a large number of cards (124) 
which identified it as a particular problem or proposed introducing traffic 
calming measures such as lowering speed limits, speed humps etc. Several 
locations in which speeding was identified as a particular problem could 
attract different suggestions and the following lists hot spots (i.e. involving 5 or 
more cards). 

-     Kingsley Road (29 cards) 
- St. Martin’s Road (19 cards) 

TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT 
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- High Street (18 cards with another 7 cards asking for chicanes to be 
removed!) 

- Crown Bank (8 cards) 
 
In addition to measures intended to reduce speeding traffic there were 12 
cards relating to pedestrian safety : 11 asking for supervised pedestrian 
crossing patrols , especially in Kingsley Avenue (5 cards). 
 
Concerns were expressed for the safety of and security for cyclists with 9 
cards asking for cycle lanes (4 cards in St. Martin’s Road which had been 
identified as a dangerous road in others cards) and provision of secure 
lockers (particularly at Freeport). 
 
Reflecting the high volume of traffic and a tendency for motorists to seek short 
cuts, rat runs (21 cards) were identified at a number of locations. The High 
Street and St Martin’s Road were mentioned most often. Requests for road 
closures/access restrictions/one way stems are often associated with this 
problem and these featured in 22 cards, including 8 requests to introduce a 
none way system in the High Street. 
 
Particularly hazardous traffic conditions – accident and blind spots – were 
identified in 15 cards, particularly along Jamage Road and Pit Lane. 
 
Introducing traffic lights as a traffic management measure was highlighted in 
7 cards, especially along Newcastle Road. 
 
Parking issues were highlighted in 79 cards, often related to concerns about 
traffic volume and speed, as well as availability. The following areas involved 
5 or more cards: 

- Outside the school in Kingsley Road (15 cards) 
- Outside the school in the High Street (14 cards) 
- St Martin’s Road (9 cards) 

 
Improvements to road and pavement surfaces referred to in 49 cards with 
35 cards requesting resurfacing of St. Martin’s Road. Resurfacing work has 
taken place since the consultation. 
 
Public transport did not attract a significant number of cards (but there are 
references under other themes such as community transport etc.). There were 
9 requests for improving bus services and 13 asking for bus shelters 
(especially in the High Street and Chester Road). 
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233 cards (14% of cards for this area) were placed on the model used at PfR 
consultation events in Talke and Talke Pits. 
 
The table below records those issues/suggestions involving 5 or more cards. 
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Football pitches, football posts, local football te ams and astro turf areas 
accounted for 47 requests but many other leisure and recreational facilities 
were also identified. The Top Park at Chester Road was the most popular 
location for football pitches and posts. 
 
Establishing playgrounds was a popular request with 16 cards asking for 
playgrounds for the 6-12 years age range and 17 cards for the under 5’s. In 
both cases the Top Park in Chester Road was the favoured location but the 
Bottom Park also attracted 3 cards in each of these age ranges. 
 
17 requests for cricket facilities included 8 cards for these to be available at 
the Top Park in Chester Road, followed by 5 cards favouring Newcastle Road. 
 
Requests for skateboarding/roller blade parks were made in 35 cards with 
Lodge Road (15 cards) and the Top Park in Chester Road (11 cards) being 
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favoured locations. Incidentally, it would be interesting to know whether a 
request for these facilities at St Martin’s Church was made by the Reverend 
Paul Howard? 
 
Arts and crafts clubs/groups proved a popular request (16 cards) with 7 for 
a children’s club and 9 for others with St Martin’s Church being a favoured 
location for all-ages. 
 
Floodlighting (especially in Lodge Road) was identified in 12 cards. 
 
Keep fit classes (including aerobics) and fitness trails were requested in 10 
cards, with St Martin’s Church a preferred venue for classes. 
 
Provision of Basketball and tennis facilities  involved 8 and 2 cards 
respectively, with the Top Park at Chester Road mentioned most often for 
basketball hoops and pitches. 
 
Springhead school was a favoured venue for a summer club (10 cards). 
 
The Top Park at Chester Road followed by Parrots Drumble were popular 
sites in requests for mountain bike trails (7 cards). 
 
There were 5 requests relating to a multi gym/sports complex especially at 
the Top Park Chester Road. 
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11.  ANALYSIS OF PRIORITISATION AND ACTION 

PLANNING RESULTS. 
 
The prioritisation events provided residents and, where they were involved 
representatives from agencies, with an opportunity to consider each of the 
suggestions raised in the consultation process and consider ‘how important’  
it was to take some action in response to the suggestion. 
 
This task is helped by looking at how many times that particular issue or 
suggestion has been placed on the model, although it is important to ensure 
that really good ideas that were placed on the model once are given adequate 
consideration. 
 
It is important that consensus is obtained from all participants at this stage of 
the process. 
 
Once it is agreed how important all the issues are the suggestions can then 
be sorted into three groups: 
 
 1. High importance 
 2. Medium Importance 
 3. Low importance 
 
Any suggestions that needed to be disregarded could only be decided after a 
group discussion and valid reasons being identified. These suggestions do 
not get ignored, as they still appear in the prioritisation results in the 
appendices of this report. 
 
The final part of this exercise is to decide who can take these issues forward 
and potentially deliver results. 
 
The PfR Steering Group acknowledges that much more information is needed 
about which agencies etc., need to be contacted about particular issues and, 
as the following analysis of suggestions given High Priority, there may well be 
a need for further investigation. 
 
In the following pages those issues and suggestions given a High Priority at 
prioritisation events are analysed, first for Butt Lane and Clough Hall and then 
for Talke and Talke Pits. The analysis is in the form of tables showing 
locations, suggestions and actions/comments proposed after discussion by 
residents attending the prioritisation events. 
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For easy reference, prioritisation for each theme i n this area can be found on the following page(s): 
 
 
·  TRAFFIC & TRANSPORT ………………………............ 56 - 57 
   
·  COMMUNITY FACILITIES ………………………………. 58 
  
·  HEALTH …………………………………………………… 59 - 60    
 
·  LEISURE & RECREATION ……………………………… 61   
 
·  LOCAL ENVIRONMENT ………………………………… 62 - 63 
   
·  COMMUNITY SAFETY  ………………………………….. 64 – 66 
 
·  HOUSING …………………………………………………. 67    
 
·  WORK, TRAINING & THE LOCAL ECONOMY ……… 68 
 

PRIORITISATION ANALYSIS 
for 

Butt Lane and Clough Hall 
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 Cedar Avenue, Church St., St 
Saviours Street, Unity Way 

Bollards needed here NBC and Staffs CC Highways Department 
(concerns expressed over problems for 
access by emergency services) 

 Butt Lane Road markings and give ways need 
reviewing 

NBC and Staffs CC Highways Department 

 Covert Gardens Pavements needed here NBC and Staffs CC Highways Department 
 Orchard Crescent Tarmacking needed here NBC and Staffs CC Highways Department 

 Location Suggestion Action / Comments 
 Maple Avenue  

 
Congleton Road 

Gritting required in bad weather 
 
Gritting box required in winter 
 

NBC and Staffs CC Highways Department 

 Congleton Road, Old Butt Lane 
and First Avenue 

Roundabout needed NBC and Staffs CC Highways Department 

 Caudwell Tavern Pelican crossing needed NBC and Staffs CC Highways Department 
 Cedar Avenue, Congleton Road 

and First Avenue 
Pedestrian crossing/traffic lights needed NBC and Staffs CC Highways Department 

 Mitchell Avenue Traffic lights needed here NBC and Staffs CC Highways Department 
 Butt lane and First Avenue Speed cameras needed here NBC and Staffs CC Highways Department 
 Traffic lane at Talke traffic lights 

(from Newcastle to Alsager) 
Traffic Lane needs widening from traffic 
lights to paper shop 

NBC and Staffs CC Highways Department 

 Cedar Avenue, Beech Drive, 
Coulgh Hall Road, Hollinwood 
Close, Hollinwood Road, 
Westmorland Avenue, Fifth 
Avenue, Banbury Street, 
Kinnerlsey Avenue, St Saviours 
School, Clough Hall School, Park 
Avenue, Clough Hall Park  

Parking problems NBC and Staffs CC Highways Department, 
including provision of resident parking 
schemes 

HIGH 

TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT 
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 Linley Road Improve road surface NBC and Staffs CC Highways Department 
 Banbury Street, Cedar Avenue, 

Skellern Street, Blacken Lane, 
Woodshutts Street, Second 
Avenue 

One way system NBC and Staffs CC Highways Department 

 Mitchell Avenue Road used as a rat run NBC and Staffs CC Highways Department 
and Renew 

 Congleton Road Ban HGVs NBC and Staffs CC Highways Department  
 First Avenue, Lower Ash Road, 

Church St, Congleton Road, 
Clough Hall School, Beech Drive, 
Laburnum Close, Park Avenue, 
Cedar Avenue, Unity Way, Grove 
Avenue, Old Butt Lane, St 
Saviours St, Fifth Avenue, 
Caudwell Tavern, The Red Bull, 
Mitchell Avenue, Hollinwood 
Road, Woodshutts St, Kinnersley 
Ave, Park Ave, Banbury St,. 

Traffic calming measures required NBC and Staffs CC Highways Department 

 Clough Hall School, Lower Ash 
Road, Park Ave 

Bus service needs improving First Bus 
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 Location Suggestion Action / Comments 
 Church St., Butt Lane, Hollins 

Grange, Slacken Lane, Unity Way 
Elderly people’s club or day centre 
needed 

Use sheltered elderly person’s schemes to 
set up clubs etc. 

 Congleton Road, Butt Lane, 
Higher Ash Road, St Saviours 
School, Woodshutts Street, 
Clough Hall, Clough Hall Park, 
Thirtd ave, Fifth Ave 

Youth club/centre/shelter needed Staffs CC Youth Service and NBC 

 Slacken Lane, Woodshutts Street, 
Clough Hall Park, Lower Ash 
Road, Clough Hall School 

Community café needed Let Clough Hall School know there is a need 
in the area so that they can advertise 
existing school-based café facilities 

 Chapel St, Congleton Road, 
Maple Avenue, Blacken Lane, 
Unity Way, Clough Hall School, 
Fifth Ave, Lower Ash Road 
 
Old Butt Lane, Slacken Lane 

Toilets with accessible facilities 
 
 
 
 
Nappy changing facilities 

NBC 

 Second Ave, Clough Hall School Rehearsal room/recording studio Let Clough Hall School know there is a need, 
including use out of school hours 

 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

HIGH 
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 Location Suggestion Action / Comments 
 Cedar Ave, Church St, Congleton 

Road, Butt Lane, Hollins Grange, 
Nelson Industrial Estate, Old Butt 
Lane 

Chemist shop needed Contact Co-op and Tesco – check if new Co-
op in Butt Lane could at least have part time 
chemist or collection service 

 Various Free issue of condoms Contact Health Centre/Doctor’s Surgery about 
services available 

 Church Street, Butt Lane Parenting classes Contact Health Centre/Doctor’s Surgery about 
services available 

 Old Butt Lane, Church St Family Planning advice, support for 
teenage mums and family planning for 
teens 

Contact Health Centre/Doctor’s Surgery about 
services available 

 Clough Hall Park HIV/AIDS information Contact Health Centre/Doctor’s Surgery about 
services available 

 Clough Hall Park Addiction advice services Contact Health Centre/Doctor’s Surgery about 
services available 

 Congleton Road Bereavement counselling NHS Trust – services are available, more 
advertising needed or Health awareness day 
by Health Centre 

 Fifth Ave Support and counselling for the 
terminally ill 

NHS Trust – services are available, more 
advertising needed or Health awareness day 
by Health Centre 

 Nelson Industrial Estate Support and counselling facilities NHS Trust – services are available, more 
advertising needed or Health awareness day 
by Health Centre 

HIGH 

HEALTH 
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 Nelson Industrial Estate Diabetic Clinic NHS Trust – services are available, more 
advertising needed or Health awareness day 
by Health Centre 

 Hollins Grange, Beech Drive Chiropodist NHS Trust – services are available, more 
advertising needed or Health awareness day 
by Health Centre 

 Hollins Grange Occupational therapist NHS Trust – services are available, more 
advertising needed or Health awareness day 
by Health Centre 

 Clough Hall Park, Clough Hall 
School 

Smoking cessation groups  NHS Trust – services are available, more 
advertising needed or Health awareness day 
by Health Centre 

 Nelson Industrial Estate Needle exchange point NHS Trust – services are available, more 
advertising needed or Health awareness day 
by Health Centre 

 Nelson Industrial Estate Hospital car service NHS Trust – services are available, more 
advertising needed or Health awareness day 
by Health Centre 

 Beech Drive Respite care services NHS Trust – services are available, more 
advertising needed or Health awareness day 
by Health Centre 

 Clough Hall School  Healthy eating to be encouraged NHS Trust – services are available, more 
advertising needed or Health awareness day 
by Health Centre 
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 Location Suggestion Action / Comments 
 Caudwell Tavern, Reginald 

Mitchell School, St Saviours 
School, Clough Hall Park, Second 
Ave 

Summer Club In conjunction with Local Education Authority 
and schools. 

 Hollins Grange Volunteers needed to assist with 
activities 

Aspire and Church  

 Church St, Reginald Mitchell 
School, St Saviours School, 
Clough Hall School 

Art Club for children In conjunction with Local Education Authority 
and schools 

 Chapel St, Reginald Mitchell 
School, Slacken Lane, Barnets 
Field, Cloigh Hall Park, Kinnersley 
Ave, Park Ave 

Under 5’s playground In conjunction with Local Education Authority 
and schools 

 Butt Lane, Hollins Grange, 
Reginald Mitchell School, 
Springfield Drive, Clough Hall 
School, First Ave 

Day trips In conjunction with Local Education Authority 
and schools 
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 Location Suggestion Action / Comments 
 Congleton Rd, Barnet’s Field, 

Beech Drive, Kidsgrove Atjletic, 
Cedar Ave, Grove Ave, Unity 
Way, Clough Hall Lake, Lower 
Ash Rd, Park Ave, Second Ave 

Clean up needed NBC and Kidsgrove Town Council – street 
cleaning/bins 

 Slacken Lane, Clough Hall Park, 
Park Ave 

Muck about area NBC 

 Cedar Ave, Chapel St, Congleton 
Rd, Mitchell Ave, Old Butt Lane, 
Springfield Drive, Woodshutts St, 
Barnets Field, Beech Drive, 
Clough Hall Park, First Ave, Fifth 
Ave, Harecastle Ave, Kinnersley 
Ave, Laburnum Close, Second 
Ave, Church St, Glebe St, Hollins 
Grange, Skellern St, St Saviours 
St, Clough Hall Rd, Clough Hall 
School 

Dog mess problem, provide dog poop 
scoop bins 

NBC and advice for dog owners 

 Fox Gardens, Woodshutts St, 
Barnrts Field, Beech Drive, 
Clough Hall Park 

Condoms – used ones left here NBC – street cleaning/bins 

HIGH 

LOCAL ENVIRONMENT 
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 Clough Hall Park Wide ranging suggestions to clean up 
and improve the park with many 
suggestions for different facilities 
including nature trail/reserve, sports 
facilities, café, seating etc. 

NBC 
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 Location Suggestion Action / Comments 
 Cedar Ave, Church St, Grove Ave, 

Pickwick Place, Reginald Mitchell 
School, Unity Way, Woodshutts 
St, Clough Hall Drive, Clough Hall 
Park, Kinnersley Ave 

Illegal dumping problem NBC 

 Banbury St, Church St, Congleton 
Road, Linley Rd, Maple Ave, Mill 
Grove, Mitchell Ave, Unity Way, 
Clough Hall Park, Clough Hall 
Road, First Ave, Kinnersley Ave, 
Lower Ash Rd, Westmorland Ave 

Police – more foot patrols needed Police 

 Covert Gdns, Woodshutts St, Park 
Ave 

Car dumping and burning problem Police 

 Congleton Rd, Hollins Grange, Mill 
Grove, Mitchell Ave, Woodshutts 
St, Blue Bell Pub, Clough Hall, 
Clough Hall Park, Clough Hall 
School, Fifth Ave, Lowe Ash Rd, 
Park Ave 

I don’t feel safe here Police, Youth Services and Schools 

 Cedar Ave, Congleton Rd, Mill 
Grove, Mitchell Ave, Clough Hall 
Park, Harecastle Ave, Park Ave 

People afraid to go out at night Police, Youth Services and Schools 

 Cedar Ave, Church St, Congleton 
Rd, Grove Ave, Unity Way, 
Barnrts Field, Clough Hall Park, 

Drinking problem Police, Youth Services and Schools 

COMMUNITY SAFETY 

HIGH 
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Clough Hall School, First Ave, 
Harecastle Ave, Park Ave 

 Butt Lane, Congleton Rd, Hollins 
Grange, Mitchell Ave, Nelson 
Industrial Estate, Unity Way, 
Clough Hall Park, Fifth Ave, Park 
Ave, Cedar Ave 

Vandalism problem Police, Youth Services and Schools 

 Church St, Chapel St, Old Butt 
Lane, Unity Way, Clough Hall 
Park, Clough Hall School, Park 
Ave, Third Ave 

Graffiti problem Police, Youth Services and Schools 

 Bishops Close, Congleton Rd, 
Mitchell Ave, Springfield Drive, St 
Saviours St, Unity Way, Beech 
Drive, Clough Hall Park, Fifth Ave, 
First Ave, Lower Ash Rd, Second 
Ave, Third Ave 

Young people hanging around Police, Youth Services and Schools 

 Church St, Congleton Rd, Fox 
Gdns, Grove Ave, Higher Ash Rd, 
Hollins Grange, Maple Ave, 
Mitchell Ave, Unity Way, 
Woodshutts St, Barnets Field, 
Beech Drive, Clough Hall Rd, 
Clough Hall Park, Clough Hall 
School, First Ave, Harecastle Ave, 
Park Ave 

Drug problem Police, Youth Services and Schools 

 Cedar Ave, Church St, Congleton 
Rd, Mitchell Ave, Unity Way, 
Clough Hall Park, Harecastle Ave 

Night noise and rowdiness Police, Youth Services and Schools 

 Hollins Grange, Clough Hall Park, 
Fifth Ave 

Car theft problem Police, Youth Services and Schools 

 Clough Hall Park, Kidsgrove Anti social behaviour Police, Youth Services and Schools 
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Athletic, Westmorland Ave 
 Clough Hall Park Security needed including regular 

patrols, security guard. 
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 Location Suggestion Action / Comments 
 Covert Gdns, Grove Ave, Holins 

Grange, Nelson Industrial Estate, 
Slacken Lane, Woodshutts St, 
Beech Drive, Clough Hall Rd.  

Flats/housing for elderly people Staffs CC, Aspire, Sutton Housing and private 
sector housing 

 Cedar Ave, Congleton Rd, Nelson 
Industrial Estate, Beech Drive, 
Fifth Ave 

Flats/housing for first time buyers Staffs CC, Aspire, Sutton Housing and private 
sector housing 

 Old Butt Lane, Clough Hall, 
Clough Hall Rd, Harecastle Ave 

Flats/housing for families Staffs CC, Aspire, Sutton Housing and private 
sector housing 

 Mitchell Ave, Nelson Industrial 
Estate 

Flats for younger people Staffs CC, Aspire, Sutton Housing and private 
sector housing 

 Hollinwood Close Flats/housing suitable for disabled 
(young and old) 

Staffs CC, Aspire, Sutton Housing and private 
sector housing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOUSING 

HIGH 
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 Location Suggestion Action / Comments 
 Various Community workspace, support and 

information for people seeking work, job 
search club, business start up support, 
information about social enterprises. 

Speak to Job Centre to see what more they 
can do in the area, what courses they have to 
help , explore mentoring opportunities and 
help with CVs and personality profiling. 
Church SHAPECOURSE. Speak to Rotary 
Club (ie interview practice) 

 Various Affordable childcare, childminder 
information, locally  run community 
nursery.  

Area survey to see extent childcare needs. 
Explore ways of creating crèche facilities. 
Contact Staffs CC Social Services to see if 
they have a list of childminders. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGH 
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For easy reference, prioritisation for each theme i n this are can be found on the following pages: 
 
·  LOCAL ENVIRONMENT  ………………………………..  70 - 71 
 
·  HOUSING …………………………………………………. 72 
 
·  COMMUNITY SAFETY ………………………………….. 73 
 
·  WORK, TRAINING & THE LOCAL ECONOMY ……… 74 
 
·  COMMUNITY FACILITIES ………………………………. 75 
 
·  HEALTH …………………………………………………… 76 
 
·  TRAFFIC & TRANSPORT ……………………………….. 77 
 
·  LEISURE & RECREATION ………………………………. 79 – 81 
 
 

PRIORITISATION ANALYSIS 
for 

TALKE AND TALKE PITS 
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 Location Suggestion Action / Comments 
 Needed throughout the area. Provision of Wheely Bins for recycling 

compostable waste (eg garden waste) 
All residents to be supplied with Green 
Wheely Bins by Newcastle Borough Council 
(NBC) 
 

 Various Provide more litter bins Residents group undertake a review of 
current provision of litter bins and usage 
and report results to NBC. Where litter is a 
problem outside shops, shop owners should 
have more responsibility for their litter. 
 

 Arbour St, Ashenough Road, 
Bottom Park, Coppice Rd, 
Newcastle Rd, Pit Lane, St 
Martins Rd. 
 
Bathpool Park, Coalpit Hill, 
Freeport, Pit Lane, St Martins Rd. 

Nature reserve 
 
 
 
 
Nature trail 

Partnership approach needed involving 
residents, Staffs Wildlife Trust, NBC, Aspire 
Housing, Allotments Association and as an 
annual project for Springhead School. 
Parrots Drumble needs better access and 
advertising. 
 

 Bathpool Park, Bevan Ave, 
Chester Rd. Coalpit Hill, Crown 
Bank, High St, Hill Top School, 
Kingsley Road, Newcastle Road, 
Pit Lane, Skylark Pub, Sprinhead 
School, Swan Bank, Top Park at 
Chester Rd. 

Clean ups In partnership, including involving residents’ 
associations and schools (primary and 
secondary) being involved in litter picks. 
Litter pick dates can be advertised in school 
newsletters. 
This issue also relates to litter bins which 
need to be emptied on a regular basis. 
Litter bin at St Martin’s Church is too small. 
 

HIGH 

LOCAL ENVIRONMENT 
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 Bathpool Park, Chester Rd, 
Coppice Rd, Freeport, High St, 
Jamage Rd, Lynn Ave, Newcastle 
Rd, Red Lion Close, Rock House 
Lane, Swan Bank 
 
Bathpool Park, Chester Rd 
 
Ashenough Rd, Cpooce Rd, Pit 
Lane, Springhead School 
 
Ashenough Rd, Bottom Park, 
Lynn Ave, Newcastle Rd, Swan 
Pub 
 
Bottom Park, Crown Bank, High 
St, Springhead School 
 
Coppice Rd, High St, St Martins 
Rd 
 
Chester Rd, High St, Jamage Rd, 
Kingsley Road, Top Park at 
Chester Rd 
 
Newcastle Rd, Swan Pub, 
Wedgwood Rd 
 
High St, Pine Close, Parrots 
Drumble 
 
 

Seating area wanted here 
 
 
 
 
 
Picnic area wanted here 
 
Wildflower meadow 
 
 
Village Green to be created here 
 
 
 
Sensory Garden 
 
 
Landscaped park area 
 
 
Trees to be planted here 
 
 
 
Trees to be kept here 
 
 
Planting to encourage wildlife 
 
 
 

Seating needed in High Street and Chester 
Road. 
 
 
Need a review of areas that could be 
landscaped in partnership with NBC 
(especially Street scene Services 
Department), residents associations, 
Church, Wildlife Trust, Schools, Kidsgrove 
Council and the town’s Womens Guild.  
Need a meeting with relevant officers etc., 
to discuss/clarify who does what, and look 
at landscaping plans/regulations. 
Need to get people together to establish 
priorities and identify those willing to help. 
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High St 
 
Crown Bank, Swan Pub 
 
Kingsley Rd 
 
Newcastle Rd 
 

 
Shrubs need cutting 
 
Street flower beds wanted 
 
Keep green 
 
Small pond to be created 

 Ashenough Rd, Bathpool Park, 
Chester Rd, Coppice Rd, Crown 
Bank, Freeport, High St, 
Newcastle Rd, Springhead 
School, Swan Pub, St Martins 
Church 

Discarded used condoms Police and NBC – clean ups needed. 
 

 Coalpitt Hill, High Street, 
Monument Road, Coppice Riad. 

Footpaths suitable for disabled. Contact Highways Department. 

 High Street, King Street, 
Newcastle Road, Springhead 
School. 

Flooding problem. Contact Highways Department – something 
has been attempted in the past but still 
floods. 
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 Ashenough Rd, Chester Rd, 
Coppice Rd, Crown Bank, Derby 
Road, Freeport, High St, Kingsley 
Rd, Lichfield Rd, Monument Rd, 
Newcastle Rd, Oldhill Close, Pit 
Lane, Springhead School, St 
Martins Rd, Swan Bank, Target 
Close, Top Park at Chester Rd, 
Wedgwood Rd, Worcester Close, 
Bathpool Park, Coalpit Hill, 
Kingsley Rd, Lynn Ave, Monument 
Rd, Walton Grove, Chester Close, 
Swallowmore View, Walton Way, 
Arbour St  

Problems with dogs including poop scoop 
bins, dog walking areas and dog free 
zones. 

NBC Dog Warden – more bins needed and 
existing bins need emptying more 
frequently. 
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 Crown Bank, High Street, King 
Street, Monument Road, Princess 
Street and St. Martin’s Road 

Drainage needs improving NBC 

 
 
 

Chester Road, Monument Road Clean drains more often NBC – should be done within a 17 week 
cycle. 
 

HIGH 

HOUSING 
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 Location Suggestion Action / Comments 
 Various including, Ashenough 

Road, Barrie Gardens, Chester 
Road, Dee Close, Freeport, High 
Strett, Jamage Road, Lynn 
Avenue, Skylark Pub, Top Park at 
Chester Road 

Young people hanging around. There’s nowhere for young people to go in 
Talke, facilities need to be improved. 
 
In partnership with Youth Service, Church 
and NBC. 

 Ashenough Rd, Bevan Ave, 
Coppice Rd, Crown Bank, 
Freeport, Hill Top School, 
Princess St, Skylark Pub, 
Springhead School, St Martins Rd, 
Swan Pub, Talke Library, Top 
Park at Chester Rd, Walton 
Grove, High St 

Drug problem Police – public can help by giving police 
information – Health Centre, drugs 
awareness in schools and potential for 
course for parents to recognise drugs use at 
St Martins Church. 

COMMUNITY SAFETY 

HIGH 
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 Location Suggestion Action / Comments 
 Coalpit Hill, Hill Top School, 

Newcastle Road, Springhead 
School, Coppice Rd, Chester Rd, 
Swan Bank, Talke Library, 
Freeport. 

Providing learning facilities including 
evening classes, internet training, 
vocational training for 13-16 year olds and 
re-training opportunities. 

NBC, Departments of Employment and 
Education, check with Clough Hall School 
about extending into Talke and consider how 
the Church could help with facilities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGH 
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 Location Suggestion Action / Comments 
 Crown Bank, High St, Kingsley 

Rd, Monument Rd, Rock House 
Lane, Springhead School, St 
Martins Church, Thomas Street, 
Top Park at Chester Rd, 
Wedgwood Rd 

Youth Shelters In partnership with Staffs Youth Service. 
More research needed on possible locations. 

 Ashenough Rd, Chester Rd, 
Crown Bank, Freeport, High St, 
Hill Top School, Newcastle Rd, 
Springhead School, St Martins 
Church, Top Park at Chester Rd, 
Walton Way, Kingsley Rd, Crown 
Bank, Anne Court,  

Youth Clubs/Centres/Activities In partnership with Staffs Youth Service. 
More research needed on venues/activities. 
Possible venues include the Church 
Hall/Village Hall. Volunteers needed. Discuss 
with Police SPACE/SPLASH schemes and 
advertising them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

HIGH 
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Location Suggestion Action / Comments 

 Crown Bank, High St, St Martins 
Rd, St Martins Church, Newcastle 
Rd, Coppice Rd, Talke Library, 
Sprinhead School 

Support and counselling for families, 
Support for teenage mums, support and 
counselling for young people and for 
mental health, parenting classes,  

In partnership with Staffs Youth Service, Sure 
Start, Health Centre, PCT, Social Services to 
include identifying, expanding and publicising 
any existing services. Potential for using 
Church and school facilities for parenting 
classes. 

 Various including schools. Information about healthy eating, 
cookery classes and breakfast clubs. 

In partnership with PCT and schools, 
including what information etc. is currently 
available. 

 High Street and/or Freeport. NHS Dentist required. Find out what NHS dentist provision there is 
in the wider area. 

 High Street and/or Freeport. Health information, minor accident 
clinic, speed up GP waiting time, 
improved/bigger health centre. 

PCT – find out whether there are any plans 
for the existing clinic and contact 50+ Forum 
that regularly meets with PCT (Eric 
Pemberton). 

 Freeport and/or High Street Blood Donor Service Contact Blood Donor Service to see if they 
would consider an additional location. 

 Particularly High Street and 
Freeport. 

Bereavement Counselling Speak to Dove Services (contact details from 
Robin Wiles at NBC) to ask: do they operate 
in ST8 area and would they like to discuss 
this issue. 

 High Street, Springhead School. Cancer Screening for Men. PCT – better information on men’s health, 
possibly providing speakers at residents’ 
association meetings etc. 

HEALTH 

HIGH 
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 Location Suggestion Action / Comments 
 Arbour St, Ashenough Rd, 

Chester Close, Chester Rd, 
Coalpit Hill, High St, Kingsley Rd, 
Lynn Ave, Newcastle Rd, 
Springhead Close, Springhead 
School, St Martins Rd, Walton 
Way, Pit Lane, St Martins Church, 
Swan Bank, To Park at Chester 
Rd, Wedgwood Rd, Browning 
Grove,  

Parking problems NBC Community Safety Partnership 

 Crown Bank, High St, Kingsley 
Rd, Lichfield Rd, Monument Rd, 
St Martins Rd, Swan Bank, Walton 
Way 

Roads used as rat runs Staffs County Council Highways Department 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT 

HIGH 
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 Location Suggestion Action / Comments 
 Lodge Rd, Newcastle Rd, 

Springhead School, Top Park at 
Chester Rd, Wedgwood Rd, 
Lodge Rd, Walton Grove, Bottom 
Park, Chester Rd, Lynn Ave, St 
Martins Rd, Ashenough Rd, 

Floodlights, football pitches and posts, 
astro turf 

NBC – Need to keep grassed areas cut short 
to enable games to be played, aren’t there 
already sufficient football pitches (eg Top 
Park and Barnets Field), astro turf would be 
expensive. 

 Bottom Park, Chester Rd, 
Newcastle Rd, Springhead 
School, St Martins Rd, Top Park 
at Chester Rd, Walton Grove 

6-12 Adventure Playground NBC – emphasis on Bathpool park, need to 
find out what plans are for revamping 
Bathpool Park (including providing better 
access from Talke). 

 Arbour St, Bottom Park, 
Newcastle Rd, Springhead 
School, St Martins Rd, Top Park 
at Chester Rd 

Under 5’s Plauground NBC 

 Lodge Rd, Newcastle Rd, 
Springhead School, St Martins 
Church, Top Park at Chester Rd, 
Walton Grove 
 
Anne Court, Chester Rd, 
Newcastle Rd, Springhead 

Skateboarding/roller blade park 
 
 
 
 
Cricket facilities 
 

Bathpool park a popular site – need to 
impress on NBC that a proper sporting/leisure 
youth club here would not only be of 
tremendous benefit not only to Talke, Butt 
Lane and Clough Hall but Kidsgrove and 
other nearby villages in Newcastle and Stoke. 

LEISURE AND RECREATION 

HIGH 
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School, St Martins Rd, Top Park 
at Chester Rd 
Bottom Park, Chester Rd, Lodge 
Rd, Monument Rd, Newcastle Rd, 
Springhead School, Top Park at 
Chester Rd 
 
Springhead School, Top Park at 
Chester Rd, Walton Grove 
 
Audley Rd, Chester Rd, Parrots 
Drumble, Top Park at Chester Rd 
 
St Martins Rd, Top Park at 
Chester Rd, Lodge Rd 
 
Ashenough Rd, Chester Rd, Top 
Park at Chester Rd 

 
 
Basketball hoop and pitch 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer Club 
 
 
Mountain bike trail 
 
 
 
Sports complex here 
 
 
Rehearsal room/recording studio 
 

 Chester Rd Internet Cyber Cafe Computer facilities already available at Talke 
Library, maybe needs opening more. 
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The Planning for Real process has been very successful. Residents were 
provided with a number of opportunities to access the consultation process at 
different venues and locations throughout the area, which encouraged many 
people to have their say. 
 
From the outset St. Martins Church and the Steering Group set up to oversee 
the PfR process wanted it to be community led but in partnership with other 
agencies.  
 
Although the process has taken several months and involved considerable 
voluntary effort it is, in reality, only the start of a longer term activity. Through 
the PfR process hundreds of local people have identified and prioritised 
issues. They cannot all be resolved at once and need to involve not only 
different agencies but the community itself.  
 
Several agencies have been involved throughout, others have expressed an 
interest in getting involved in the future and others will be sent copies of this 
report and invited to respond to the issues raised. 
 
Our vision of maintaining the momentum by transforming the PfR Steering 
Group into a constituted Community Forum is gaining support. Vital next 
stages in the process can be developed through the Community Forum 
including: 
 

·  Involving relevant agencies and residents in taking forward proposals 
to improve quality of life; 

·  Identifying and supporting community activity/organisation in areas 
where this does not exist; 

·  Offering support and advice to newly formed community organisations; 
·  Acting as a clearing house for regular updates on progress in response 

to the PfR process; 
·  Where necessary and possible identifying and making applications for 

grants etc. to fund community activities; 
 
A special note : young people are often too easily overlooked in consultation 
exercises. Every effort has been made to involve them in the PfR process 
through a programme operated by the Neighbourhood Initiatives Foundation 
(funded by central government) it has been possible with support of School 
and Youth Services staff to provide opportunities for involving young people. 
The results of this are also included in this report. In addition, the Steering 
Group is actively considering not only how to maintain wider community 
involvement but particularly children and young people. 
 
 
 
 
 

12. CONCLUSIONS 
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APPENDIX 1 
 
 

YOUTH PfR REPORT 
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APPENDIX 2 
 
 
 

SAMPLES OF PUBLICITY AND PROMOTIONAL 
MATERIAL 
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Dear Resident 

St.Martin’s church has secured funding for a community consultation study to 
discover peoples views on  planning the future of the Butt Lane area.. The 
church, in partnership with St.Saviours School, Kidsgrove Police, Aspire 
Housing, Staffs Youth Service, The Baptist Church, Library Services and 
Local Councilors have joined with Neighbourhood Initiatives Foundation to 
consult local people to discover your views on how the Butt Lane area can be 
improved  . 

Now it is ���� �chance to have ���� �say! 

The sessions will gather ����� views on what facilities and services might be 
provided in the area. Drop in for as long as you wish. Later in October we will 
report back on the findings and invite you back to explore how best to meet 
the priorities suggested . 

D r o p - i n  i d e a s  s e s s i o n s :  

F r i d a y  2 9 t h  J u n e  @  3 . 1 5  p m  S t . S a v i o u r s  s c h o o l  f a i r  

S a t u r d a y  7 t h  J u l y  -  H o l l i n g s w o o d  C l o s e  1 0 . 0 0 a m  -

1 2 . 0 0  p m  

T u e s d a y  1 7 t h  J u l y  -  B u t t  L a n e  C o m m u n i t y  C e n t r e  

f r o m  6 . 3 0  t i l l  8 . 3 0  

T u e s  3 1 s t  J u l y  3 . 3 0 - 5 . 3 0  K i d s g r o v e  L i b r a r y  

 

Do drop in to a session when it suits you  
Yours sincerely, 
Rev Paul Howard Tel: 01782782348 
Chairman “Planning for Real” steering group  

 

�
An Exciting opportunity to be Involved 

 in the development of your community 

����������	
������
���������� �

An open invitation to all people living or working in 
Butt Lane 
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PUT YOUR IDEAS ON A 3D MODEL MADE BY 
SCHOOLCHILDREN 

�
������
�����������
YOUR chance to have � � � � � say 

YOUR opportunity to put forward ����� ideas 

on how Butt Lane should be developed 
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Dear Resident 

St.Martin’s church has secured funding for a community consultation study to 
discover peoples views on planning the future of the Talke & Talke Pits 
area.. The church, in partnership with Springhead School, Talke Pits 
Residents Association, Kidsgrove Police, Aspire Housing, Staffs Youth 
Service, Stafordshire Wildlife Trust, Library Services and Local Councilors 
have joined with Neighbourhood Initiatives Foundation to consult local people 
to discover your views on how the Butt Lane area can be improved  . 

Now it is ���� �chance to have ���� �say! 

The sessions will gather ����� views on what facilities and services might be 
provided in the area. Drop in for as long as you wish. Later in October we will 
report back on the findings and invite you back to explore how best to meet 
the priorities suggested . 

D r o p - i n  i d e a s  s e s s i o n s :  

M o n d a y  9 t h  J u l y  –  S t . M a r t i n ’ s  9 . 3 0 a m  - 1 2 . 0 0  p m  

T h u r s d a y  1 2 t h  J u l y  

 S t . M a r t i n ’ s  C h u r c h  f r o m  9 . 3 0  a m  t i l l  1 2 . 0 0  p m  

T a l k e  P i t s  V i l l a g e  H a l l  f r o m  7 . 1 5  p m - 9 . 3 0  p m  

 S a t u r d a y  1 4 t h  J u l y -  F r e e p o r t  f r o m  1 0 . 0 0  a m   

M o n d a y   3 0 t h   J u l y -  3 . 3 0 - 5 . 3 0  T a l k e  L i b r a r y  

T u e s d a y  3 1 s t  J u l y  1 2 . 3 0 p m - 2 . 3 0 p m  a t  T a l k e  H e a l t h  

C e n t r e  

Do drop in to a session when it suits you  
Yours sincerely, 
Rev Paul Howard Tel: 01782782348 
Chairman “Planning for Real” steering group  

 

�
An Exciting opportunity to be Involved 

 in the development of your community 

��������������
����	
������
���������� �

An open invitation to all people living or working in 
Talke & Talke Pits 
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PUT YOUR IDEAS ON A 3D MODEL MADE BY 
SCHOOLCHILDREN 

�
������
�����������
YOUR chance to have � � � � � say 

YOUR opportunity to put forward ����� ideas 

on how Talke & Talke Pits should be developed 
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APPENDIX 4 

 
 

PfR PRIORITISATION RESULTS 
 

To be inserted 
 


